
Press Release 
Vivo! Ristorante: A new restaurant featuring the culinary 
talents of Chef Roberto Donna 
 
Vivo! Ristorante—A new trattoria-style restaurant from Chef Roberto Donna, 
located at 1509 17th Street NW (formerly Il Radicchio Ristorante) officially opens 
to the public for dinner on Saturday, November 4, 2000. 
 
Vivo! Ristorante will feature fine authentic Italian cuisine in a trattoria-style 
setting. Chef Roberto Donna, of Galileo fame, will bring some of his favorite 
regional dishes from his native Torino, Italy, to his new and only trattoria. The move 
from Il Radicchio to Vivo! Ristorante is due in part to a changing attitude in our 
guests’ preferences. In 1993, Chef Donna and partner Jeanne Salvadori started the 
flagship Il Radicchio 17th street location. The partners agreed the year 2000 was a 
time for change. According to chef donna, “it’s time to breathe some new life into 
these walls. That is why I chose the name Vivo! It means “Alive” in Italian!” 
 
As ms. Salvadori notes, “many of our customers have been requesting more than just 
spaghetti and just sauce for a while. Vivo! Will still offer favorites such as our 
wood burning pizza and rotisserie chicken, but now we will serve a selection of 
heartier entrees as well.” The Vivo! Menu will offer such regional items as poached 
eggs served over soft polenta, home made cotechino sausage served over potato 
puree and mostarda di cremona and a roasted double cut pork loin chop with citrus 
sauce, just to highlight a few.  Per chef donna, “these will be original country dishes 
made with top ingredients. Just like the dishes from torino!” 
 
The interior at Vivo! Ristorante accentuates a simplistic and modern design 
surrounded by subdued hues of yellow and blue.   
 
Vivo ristorante is conveniently located near Dupont Circle metro and is on 17TH 
street between p and q streets.  The main dining room seats up to 64 guests. Those 
well received Roberto donna wine dinners will be hosted a Vivo! Ristorante.  Vivo! 
Ristorante hours of operation are Monday-Thursday, 11:30AM- 10:00PM, Friday and 
Saturday, 11:30am- 11:00PM, and Sunday, 5:00PM- 10:00PM.  For group events and 
parties contact Erika Williams, event coordinator, at 703.276.1319. 
 
 


